B A C K G R O U N D Jules Bordet was born in 1870 in
Soignies, a small town in Belgium. In 1874, his family moved to Brussels, and he attended a primary school in the Ecole Moyenne, where his father taught. In secondary school, Bordet became interested in chemistry, and at the age of sixteen, he enrolled into medical school at the Free University of Brussels.
His early promise as a researcher earned him a scholarship to attend the Pasteur Institute in Paris. This was the beginning of a fateful relationship with Elie Metchnikoff, the father of cellular immunity and a mentor whose analytic style contrasted sharply with that of his young student. 
